Poetry Unit of Study





Grades 3 - 5

Poetry Study Chart

	Title
	Poet
	Anthology Title
	Author/ Editor
	Length
	Topic
	Mood
	Craft

	“October Saturday”
	Bobbi Katz
	The Place My Words Are Looking For
	by Paul Janeczko
	medium
	end of summer
	sad
	· Comparison – “all the leaves have turned to cornflakes”
· Continued the metaphor of cornflakes throughout the poem

· Repetition of words- “millions and millions,” “crunching and crunching,” “piles and piles,” “a word here, a word there”

· Time passing – time of the year changing-time of the day changing . . . “blue, then orange, then gray”

· Alliteration-“short sleeved shirts”

· Contrast between the talking and the sound of all the leaves

· End refers back to a line in the poem

	“Dragonfly”
	Georgia Heard
	Creatures of the Earth, Sea, and Sky
	by Georgia Heard
	short
	a close look at a dragonfly
	calm, peaceful, sleepy, relaxed
	· Sticks with one topic
· Wrote about something small

· Delicate subject helps create the mood

· Creates an image with a great comparison-“stained-glass windows with sun shining through”

· Alliteration-“stops to sun itself”

· Great choice of specific verbs-“skims, blur, flicker”

· List to create setting of the pond-“gnats, mosquitoes and flies”

· Great description lets you picture what is going on-“outspread wings blur with speed”


From The No-Nonsense Guide to Teaching Writing by Judy Davis and Sharon Hill, p. 158

